Q.     Okay,   before we go  into  the next morning,   back to when you were at   the
location where the water was,  you said that you went  to the left of  the
water?

A.     iYes ,  roan'am.

Q.  And you felt that the men could not get around that water, did you ever
go to the right of the water?

A.  No, I didn't.

Q.     And  for what  reason?

A.     Because  the  foreman   informed me that  the men went to  the left.

Q.     What  hazard,   or what  problem did  you see with the presence  of  the water
in  the  section?

A.     The problems was it was  so  deep and so long,   it was approximately  three
hundred  feet  long,   and approximately eleven to thirteen inches deep,  and
considering  that they was  going back there  to  retrieve 7200 cable,
how would we  get this cable out,   and if one of the men would get
hurt  back on  that  section,   how would we get  them back out  of   the
mine,  around  that water, we would have to carry them a long distance,
I  didnrt  know  if  there was  communications back there on  the  section,
which  I didn't  go back  to  the section,   I only went  to  the water at 6
Flat,   13  Butt,   and  1  just  felt  that  the men shouldn't be back in
that  area,   as   that   part of   the mine hasn't been worked for approxi-
mately  two  and one half years,  and what was  the big hurry,   for  the
7200  cable  that  evening,   to be retrieved.

5.     The  section  to which Mateleska and  the rest  of the crew were
reassigned  on March 4,   i.e. ,   6  Flat  A Section, was an inactive area  that
had not been an active working section for about 2  1/2 years.

6.     Art Verna,  union fireboss,   asked Jess Fox,   shift foreman,  how miners
would  get  back into A section,  because he had examined the area the day
before and   there was  a water   problem at 6 Flat  13   Butt.   Fox asked

him  if  there were any kind of transportation on the other side of
the water.     Verna  informed him that  an 8-ton motor  vehicle,   which
could hold  3-4 men at a time, was available on the other side of
the water  but  the men would  have to walk around the water.

7.     Verna  felt   that the  limitation of one vehicle which could  hold
only 3-4  men    presented a danger.     Additionally,  he was concerned
because  the  phone  in the assigned area was inoperative (he had checked
the  phone  the day before),   and  there was no radio on the motor.     If  an
accident   had  occurred,   the miners would have been isolated in  the area
without  any communication.that mine, 1 said no, sir, It doesn't prevail
